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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, March 2, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

      

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

  Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment and 

keep in mind the Edstrom and Pool families.  Mattias Edstrom, an 11-year-old boy from 

Chappaqua, who is the son of Ivy Pool, Supervisor of the Town of New Castle, was in a 

tragic accident that resulted in his death.  Our hearts go out to those families and their 

friends.  

March 2, 2020 

7:00 pm Regular Meeting 

 

 
1)     Communications:  

a. Cops and Cones request- Thursday, August 27, 2020 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to approve 

Cops and Cones to be held on Thursday, August 27, 2020 with the location to be 

determined at a later time and provided that the Village is named as an additional insured; 

all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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2)     Petitions: None. 

 
3)     Board Committee and Commission Reports:  

 
4)     Village Manager’s Reports:  

a.  Bid Announcement- SCADA upgrades 

  Mr. Brancati began by saying that he wanted to announce the results of the bid 

opening for the SCADA upgrades.  This is part of our capital plan for the water fund.  The 

SCADA upgrade deals with all the computer control systems at all the locations throughout 

the water and sewer system which allows us to monitor and control this critical 

infrastructure.  The system is currently running on equipment that is at the end of its useful 

life and 3G service that will no longer be viable at the end of this year making this project 

necessary at this time to ensure the continued efficient and effective operations of our water 

and sewer systems.  Six different firms replied with all bids well under what we had 

budgeted for this project.   

 
5)     Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by asking residents to save the date for the Mount Kisco 

Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Dinner scheduled for Wednesday, May 13th at the Mount 

Kisco Country Club.  This year’s honorees are, Man of the Year, Nato Cambareri; Woman of 

the Year, Susanne Grant; Business of the Year, the Saw Mill Club, and Organization of the 

Year; the Mount Kisco Arts Council.  The Arts Council is very appreciative of this honor and 

will be in attendance in full force.  The Mount Kisco Historical Society will be having their 

monthly meeting, Wednesday March 4th at their new location.  Deputy Mayor Farber 

reminded residents to bring their reusable bags when shopping or else pay for bags at the 

store.  It is now New York State law.  She concluded by reminding everyone to shop local.  

Trustee Schleimer began by reminding residents of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade being 

held Saturday, March 14th at 2:00 p.m.  The Grand Marshall this year is beloved Eileen 

Kensing.  This is a great event here in the Village.  She continued to announce that the 

deadline for submissions to the photo exhibition was extended to March 4th.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued with the “Scam of the Week.”  Someone is knocking on doors asking 

about the cost of electricity and the closing of Indian Point.  He was asking questions fishing 

for information and trying to get into the home.  If anyone is looking for solar options, 

please call Village Hall or go through a known provider.  Trustee Schleimer finally asked 

when the fountain would be back up and running which Assistant Manager Famulare replied 

by stating that it would be ready for the parade.  Mr. Famulare also advised residents that 
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they are free to call the Manager’s office to inquire about door-to-door soliciting as they 

need a permit for that activity.  

Trustee Squirrell began by echoing the reminder of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  He 

also reminded residents that this weekend starts daylight savings time, so remember to 

change your clocks!   

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Energy Advisory Council met last week and 

has decided to be converted to a Climate Smart Communities Task Force.  This was a 

unanimous decision by the Council.   

Mayor Picinich began by reminding residents that the Bedford Central School District 

will be holding a meeting on March 4th to discuss long-term facilities planning.  She 

continued to remind residents that the invitation to participate in the 2020 Census will be 

coming soon.  It is very important that we are fully counted for future funding and 

representation.   Mayor Picinich continued to say that the Mount Kisco Library is a Census 

hub; meaning people will be staffed to assist with the completion of the Census as well as 

have computers available for use.  There will also be assistance at the Senior Center the 

week of April 6th for anyone who needs help completing the request online.  Neighbor’s Link 

is also a Census hub if that location is more convenient for you.  She continued to say that 

last week she participated in a meeting hosted by the NY Power Authority regarding 

community solar.  Mount Kisco is ahead of the curve on this issue as we have been 

encouraging development of solar in the Village and we’ll be up and running by the end of 

the year.   She also wanted to speak briefly on CovID-19.  She had the opportunity to 

attend a meeting with Northern Westchester Hospital and the Westchester County Health 

Commissioner.  Mayor Picinich wanted to assure everyone that the County and New York 

State are being proactive by working with the Federal government and local municipalities 

to prepare and respond to suspected cases.  In the Village, we are working to share factual 

information on our website and Facebook page and implementing processes in all Village 

offices.  These are general common sense practices that we should be doing daily which 

include washing hands for twenty (20) seconds, covering your mouth with a tissue and 

throwing the tissue away, wiping surfaces with a bleach based product, and avoid touching 

your face.  Mayor Picinich thanked the students at West Patent Elementary School for 

starting her day and week in the most wonderful way possible by inviting her to join them 

to read The Cat in the Hat for Dr. Seuss’ birthday.  

 

6)     Old Business:  
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7)     New Business: 

a. Resolution to Award Contract# 2020-1 SCADA Upgrade 

  A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to award Contract# 2020-1 for SCADA upgrades to General Control Systems, Inc. 

with the lowest responsible bid of $382,000; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Resolution to Establish the Climate Smart Community Task Force 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to adopt the following resolution: 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Resolution to Establish the Climate Smart Communities Task Force 

 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of both the Village/Town of Mount Kisco and the State of 

New York to achieve energy efficiency and renewable energy improvements, reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, mitigate the effect of global climate change, and advance a 

clean energy economy for the benefit of our environment and all residents of our 

community  

 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of 

the Village/Town of Mount Kisco that the Village’s Energy Advisory Panel will henceforth be 

a Climate Smart Communities Task Force, charged with developing a strategy and work 

plan for establishing a baseline for the Village’s current emissions, for recommending 

reduction targets, for identifying new strategies for reducing emissions and improving 

energy efficiency, for recommending ways in which these strategies can be incorporated 

into the Village’s development and planning efforts, and helping the Village to achieve the 

highest levels of New York State Climate Smart Communities Certification. 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

c. Appoint David Matsil as Chair of the Climate Smart Community Task 

Force. 
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  A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded Mayor Picinich to 

adopt the following resolution: 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Resolution to Establish the Climate Smart Communities Task Force 
 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of both the Village/Town of Mount Kisco and the State of 

New York to achieve energy efficiency and renewable energy improvements, reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, mitigate the effect of global climate change, and advance a 

clean energy economy and to assist in accomplishing these goals hereby seeks to establish 

a Climate Smart Communities Task Force. 

 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of 

The Village/Town of Mount Kisco that the Village Board appoints David Matsil, presently 

Chairman of the Energy Advisory Panel, as Chairman of the Climate Smart Communities 

Task Force, with subsequent membership by appointment of the Village Board. As 

Chairman, David will coordinate the Task Force’s efforts with the Village’s Climate Smart 

Communities Coordinator.  

 
 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

d. SEQR Resolution – Leonard Park Tennis Courts 

  A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to adopt the following resolution: 

VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

LEONARD PARK TENNIS COURT REPLACEMENT 

SEQR TYPE II CLASSIFICATION 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, Westchester County, New York (hereinafter the 

“Village”) has established the public benefit to the Village residents of replacing the tennis 

courts at Leonard Park; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the project includes replacement of the existing tennis courts at Leonard Park, 

and, 

 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(1) states “maintenance or repair involving no substantial 

change in an existing structure or facility” has been determined not to have a significant 

impact on the environment and are precluded from environmental review under 

Environmental Conservation Law Article 8; and, 
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WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(9) states “construction or expansion of a primary or 

accessory/appurtenant, nonresidential structure or facility involving less than 4,000 s.f. of 

gross floor area and not involving a change in zoning or a use variance and consistent with 

the local land use controls, but not radio communication or microwave transmission facilities” 

has been determined not to have a significant impact on the environment and are precluded 

from environmental review under Environmental Conservation Law Article 8; and, 

 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(2) states “replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of 

a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrades to buildings to meet 

building or fire codes, unless such action meets or exceeds any of the thresholds in Section 

617.4 of this Part” has been determined not to have a significant impact on the environment 

and are precluded from environmental review under Environmental Conservation Law Article 

8; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed project does not meet or exceed any of the thresholds in Section 

617.4; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in consideration of the foregoing: 

 

1. The Village Board of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco hereby finds that the Leonard 

Park Tennis Court Replacement Project is a Type II Action and is not subject to review 

under SEQR (6 NYCRR Part 617.5). 

 

2. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

  All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

e. Resolution to Authorize Village Manager to sign temporary access 

agreement for Pumphouse Rd.  

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich 

to authorize the Village Manager to sign the temporary access agreement for Pumphouse 

Rd. for the installation of the solar project at Oakwood Cemetery; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Opposed  

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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8)     Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to pay the bills as submitted on February 26, 2020 for the months of January and February 

2020 as follows:  

 

 

General Fund    $ 62,046.05 

Water Fund     $ 37,759.10 

Sewer Fund     $ 16,882.79 

Capital Fund     $   5,361.01 

Trust Fund     $ 17,087.00 

   TOTAL   $139,135.95 

 

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

9)     Minutes:  

 

10)     Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11)     Public Comment: -  Call in# 914-420-0383 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 8:00 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

 

/lh 


